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TOGETHER, 

WE PLANT 

My grandparents planted a huge garden every 

summer in a field near their home in the country. As a 

teenager, I helped prepare the soil with a tractor, lay 

irrigation pipe, and prepare the rows for watering. 

When the soil was ready, I would walk the long rows with my grandpa, planting seeds intentionally 

in freshly dug holes. I can still hear my grandpa's voice saying this rhyme as we planted: 

"One for the bug, and one for the crow, two to rot and one to grow." 

We planted seeds with intention-seeds meant to flourish and multiply-so that we could provide 

food not only for our family, but also for our neighbors. There is great joy in sharing the fruits of 

your labor with others. 

Vegetable gardens grow quickly, producing food in weeks rather than years. Yet we also understand 

that some growth takes much longer. Today, we worship in a sanctuary planted by people we have 

never met-faithful members of our community whose love of God and intentional gifts brought a 

small church to Broadway in 1910. As worshipers continued to seek God and give faithfully, AHUMC 

grew and flourished. 

Do you ever wonder if those early believers knew that even their smallest gifts would grow into the 

largest United Methodist congregation in San Antonio, Texas? As Scripture reminds us, the smallest 

of seeds can grow to provide comfort and shelter-offering shade where creation can rest. 

There is a Greek proverb that says, "Blessed are the people who plant trees knowing they will never 

sit in the shade of their foliage." Today, we are sitting in the shade of a church we did not build. God 

knew we would be here-and that we, too, would be called to offer shade to others. This church is a 

place where hearts, souls, minds, and bodies can be restored, just as we have experienced. 

If you imagine the blooms of a mustard plant, they are bright yellow-much like the Esperanza plant 

found in our area. Esperanza means "hope." God gives us hope that, together, we will continue 

offering shade to future generations. 

PRAYER 
Gracious God, we want to join you in offering love, life, and much-needed shade to those 

who need it. Take our offerings-small and large-and bring abundance for the future. We rest 

in the reminder from your story that while one plants seeds, and another waters, only You 

can make things grow. 

Amen. 








